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I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts has 30 seconds 
remaining. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I withhold that. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent for 15 seconds. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that 15 seconds also 
be added for the Senator from Massa-
chusetts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
just to remind the Senator from Massa-
chusetts, I was chairman of the com-
mittee during this period of time for 4 
months—from January until May of 
2001. The Democratic Party chaired 
this committee from June of 2001 
through all of the debate on the Medi-
care issue. I was not in charge of that 
committee at that time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I yield back my time. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is now closed. 

f 

INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE 
REORGANIZATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. Res. 445, 
which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 445) to eliminate cer-

tain restrictions on service of a Senator on 
the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. 

Pending: 
McConnell/Reid/Frist/Daschle Amendment 

No. 3981, in the nature of a substitute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
the reorganization resolution is now 
the pending business before the Senate. 
I want to report to our colleagues an 
agreement that Senator REID and I 
have reached—he is on the floor as well 
to discuss the matter—as to how we are 
going to proceed. 

Point No. 1: any amendments will 
need to be offered. The issue we are 
dealing with, of course, is sensitive to 
a number of different committees in 
the Senate. It is the intention of Sen-
ator REID and myself not to have a 
managers’ package. If Members of the 
Senate feel strongly about a particular 
amendment, what we recommend to 
them is they come over to the Senate 
floor and offer the amendment so that 
everyone can understand fully what 
change in the underlying resolution is 
being proposed. 

Senator REID and I have said repeat-
edly that the underlying resolution is 
certainly not like the Ten Command-

ments; it should not be adjusted. We 
cobbled it together as best we could 
through a series of bipartisan discus-
sions and compromises. Now it is the 
pending business before the Senate. We 
expect amendments. We would like 
amendments. We received notice last 
night by hotlining that there could be 
as many as 50 amendments Members 
may wish to offer. We are open for 
business, and we would like for Sen-
ators to come over and offer those 
amendments so we can move forward. 

I also remind our colleagues that 
Senator FRIST and Senator DASCHLE 
and Senator REID and myself did file a 
cloture motion last night, not to shut 
anyone out but because we are about to 
leave on Friday and so many amend-
ments were indicated as possibilities 
that we felt we needed to nudge the 
process forward by creating the possi-
bility of an end time tomorrow. 

Let me repeat before turning to my 
friend and colleague, Senator REID, 
that if Senators have an amendment, 
please come and offer it, explain it to 
the rest of the Senate, lay it before the 
Senate, explain what it is about, and 
let’s have votes and move the process 
forward as rapidly as we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, as dif-
ficult as this was for us to get to the 
point where we are now, it is not as if 
the Senator from Kentucky and the 
task force just made all this stuff up. 
Because of 9/11, we created a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. We now 
have a Cabinet-level Secretary of 
Homeland Security—a former Con-
gressman and Governor—Tom Ridge. 
There is a Department of Homeland Se-
curity, I repeat, of Cabinet status, and 
because of legislation we passed pre-
viously, it has certain obligations 
within the executive branch of Govern-
ment. So we had a guideline to follow 
because that is what Secretary Ridge 
has been doing in that Department of 
Homeland Security. 

One of the guidelines we had was to 
try to track that with what will be the 
organizational prerogatives of the Sen-
ate. I believe we have done a pretty 
good job doing that. As the Senator 
from Kentucky mentioned, if people 
think they want to improve upon what 
we have done, what they need to do is 
offer an amendment and the body will 
decide whether that is the right way to 
do it. 

Also, the two leaders have said we 
are going to finish our work before we 
leave for the recess prior to the elec-
tion. That means we are not going to 
wait around here all day for someone 
who has a lunch or meeting in their of-
fice or a committee hearing. If we go 
for a period of a half hour, 45 minutes 
here—and that is an arbitrary number 
I throw out—and nobody shows up, we 
are going to move to third reading. We 
are not going to wait around with the 
recess, prior to the lameduck session, 
taking place tomorrow, supposedly. We 
are not going to wait around here all 

night for people to work out their 
schedules to come here. This is their 
schedule, the floor of the Senate. This 
is the primary obligation Senators 
have. Everyone should know—staffs lis-
tening, some Senators listening—if we 
are waiting around here with nothing 
to do in a quorum call, Senator MCCON-
NELL and I are going to move to third 
reading, and we are going to wrap up 
this resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
let me also take this opportunity to re-
mind our colleagues what this is all 
about. The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity and his principal assistants are 
being dragged around the Capitol con-
tinuously. Just this year, there have 
been 164 hearings, up from 148 last 
year. There are currently 88 commit-
tees or subcommittees in the House 
and Senate that have at least some 
part of the Homeland Security Depart-
ment. Here in the Senate, which we are 
addressing in this underlying resolu-
tion, there are 25 Senate committees or 
subcommittees that have jurisdiction 
over the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. Secretary Tom Ridge called me 
on Monday pleading for relief. His job, 
as important as oversight is, is not to 
spend all of his time up here. 

What we are trying to do in the un-
derlying resolution is to consolidate in 
one place the jurisdiction over the De-
partment of Homeland Security to sim-
plify oversight for us and to simplify 
the very necessary process of oversight 
for the Secretary and his principal as-
sistants. 

The resolution is pending. As I said, 
we are open for business, and we hope 
to have amendments in the very near 
future. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AGRICULTURAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, at 

this moment there are several matters 
pending before the Congress before we 
recess and/or adjourn. One of them is 
something that is extremely critical to 
a lot of people in our country and that 
is disaster assistance. It is not only the 
hurricanes in Florida, but it is the 
droughts farmers and ranchers have 
faced throughout our country, obvi-
ously especially in rural parts of Amer-
ica, and in my State, Montana, quite 
severely. 

Montana has faced a drought, mostly 
around the southwestern part of our 
State. There are parts of Montana that 
are not droughted out. It is precarious. 
Because of the almost arbitrary pat-
terns of nature, it is hard to know 
where it is going to rain or where it is 
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